
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Harding Elementary Community, 
 

It is with great joy and excitement that I welcome you all to the 2026–2027 school year as your 
new Principal! I am deeply honored to join such a dedicated and highly engaged community of 
educators, staff, students, and families. 
 

To share a little about my background, I was born and raised in the East Bay and currently live in 
Vallejo with my wife and our four young children. My journey in education began at Santa Clara 
University, where my studies sparked a passion for global cultures, languages, and social justice. 
I started my career as an English teacher in Taiwan and later served as a secondary math teacher, 
before transitioning into school leadership. 
 

Throughout my career, my core motivation has remained constant: building strong, trusting 
communities and empowering every student to realize their fullest potential—especially those 
who have been historically marginalized. I am eager to partner with our staff, incredible PTA, 
and the greater community to cultivate a joyful and supportive learning environment. 
 

Please join me in congratulating our colleagues who are stepping into new roles this year: 
 

●​ Mr. Jones, Fourth Grade Teacher 
●​ Mr. Darden, Sixth Grade Teacher 
●​ Ms. Minkler, Second Grade Teacher 
●​ Ms. Simms, Fourth Grade Teacher 

 

A tremendous thank you to our custodial staff Ms. Gladys and Mr. Carlos, who together have 
been working so hard to get our school ready to welcome staff, students, and families!  
 

Below you will find a summary of important dates with information for August. A complete list 
of this year’s activities is in our Calendar at a Glance - a document that is fridge postworthy. 
 

AUGUST 

Saturday, August 15th 
School will be open to Staff 

Principal Meet & Greet at 9:00am in the Theatre 
 

Before School Work Party 9:00 - 12:00pm. Parents help 
teachers prepare for the first day of school! Sign up here. 

Monday, August 17th TK/K Playground playdate by PTA 2:00 - 3:00pm 
 

TK/K: Meet Teachers & Class Visits 3:00 - 3:30pm 
 

Principal Meet & Greet at 6:00pm in the Theatre  

Tuesday, August 18th First Day of School - Minimum Day  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T3hkxTPkhM6AYMKU3SbRy3sWdl0Szr9r/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1nwjWqtsW1DMjlz6b1OFiz5_tUFk7vlJO-cYvxjlPwdw/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HSqo5BNP67Aq49jPR9tyjqXsvC0dsgE0/view?usp=sharing

