
 

Teachers College: From NYC to EC 
Teachers College at Columbia University offers the 
Reading and Writing Project, which helps young 
people become avid and skilled readers, writers, 
and inquirers. One of the ways they do this is by 
offering professional development programs to 
teachers. This past summer, Harding was fortunate 
to send five teachers—Ms. Kang (K), Ms. Martinez 
(third), Ms. Fisher (fourth), Ms. Pine (fourth), and Ms. 
Chang (fifth)—to New York City for a week-long 
program. They focused on how to turn classrooms 
into richly literate reading and writing workshops. 
Specific topics included comprehension strategy 
instruction, the role of the read-aloud book, 
helping students grow ideas about literature, and 
classroom structures that support inquiry and 
collaboration. 
 
Many of the classes at Harding have already 
implemented curriculum developed by Teachers 
College. The third-grade classes, for example, have 
started book clubs. Together, club members agree 
on a club's name and protocol. They come up with 
their assignment, such as “read up to chapter 4 
and look for how the character reacts to trouble.” 
Then, the clubs meet and discuss the assignment. 
This approach reinforces the idea from a previous 
unit that reading requires a lot of work. They call it 
“mind work” and the clubs learn to become 
attuned to story elements such as getting to 
understand main characters, paying close 
attention to the problems they face throughout 
the story, and learning how to identify different 
ways the characters are tested, particularly during 
the climax.   
 
The first-grade classes also use Teachers College 
for their reading and writing curriculum. 
(continued on page 4) 
 
 
 
 

The Buddy System 
Fourth graders and kindergarteners kicked off their 
year of buddy activities with a celebration of “the 
reading life.”  Ms. Pine’s class visited their K 
buddies in Ms. Helen’s class one September 
afternoon to enjoy some book talk. The older 
students interviewed their young friends about 
their reading lives. They asked the kindergarteners 
not just about their favorite books, but also who 
they like to read with and where their favorite 
reading spots are. Sharing the details of their 
favorite books and telling about the close, loving 
times they enjoy with friends and family while 
reading was a great get-to-know-you activity.  
  
After the interviews, kindergarteners chose a book 
(or two or three!) to read with their buddies. Smiles 
spread across fourth graders’ faces as they enjoyed 
some of their old favorites and had the opportunity 
to be experts to the young ones just starting out. It 
was a lively, friendly collaboration and everyone is 
looking forward to next month when the 
kindergarteners will make the trip to the 
upper-grade hall to buddy up again, this time to 
learn about the weather topics the fourth graders 
are currently researching. 
 
 

 
A fourth-grade buddy captivates her young audience. 
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Message from the Principal 
Wow, we have completed a trimester already! This 
first one always goes by fast because it’s packed 
with activities that support getting to know all the 
children and families. Relationships are the 
foundation of an effective learning environment. I 
hope you are connected to the weekly e-news, 
have shared your email with your child’s teacher, 
and are checking the Wednesday folder each 
week. I also hope you’ve attended at least one 
dining-out fundraiser, didn’t miss Back to School 
Night or the carnival, and had a productive 
conversation at your teacher conference. 
 
I’m grateful to the PTA and Dads’ Club for their 
commitment to organizing such a variety of 
fabulous opportunities to get together.  
 
Your next “don’t miss” event is the State of the 
School and Parent Education Workshop Night on 
Wednesday, November 29, from 6:30 PM to 8:00 
PM. During the event, I’ll give an update on school 
data and goals. We’ll also have workshops on a 
variety of topics to help you support your child. The 
workshops, which are sponsored by the School 
Site Council, will be led by teachers. I look forward 
to seeing you there, and I hope you stay connected 
throughout the year. 
 

—Principal Takimoto 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Into Action 
Spring! It’s just around the corner. Well, after fall 
and winter, of course. But it’s never too early to 
start thinking about helping out with these 
exciting spring events. 
 
Scholastic Book Fair Organizers 
One or two people are still needed to organize the 
Scholastic Book Fair (April 16–19, 2018) or it may not 
happen. No need to do it alone—you can be part of 
a small team. But it’s extremely helpful to have at 
least one person who’s available during and after 
school from April 13 to 20. 
 
Interested or have questions? Contact Rachel 
Henderson (hardinglibrary@gmail.com).  
 
Spring Auction Post-Auction Coordinator 
The auction is our biggest fundraiser of the year 
and requires tremendous planning and 
coordination for the event on April 19, 2018.  
 
We still need a post-auction coordinator to collect 
all bidding sheets and unclaimed items at auction 
close, log winning bids in a spreadsheet so that we 
can verify income received against bids received, 
distribute unclaimed items, and prepare the list of 
donors who need to receive thank you notes.   
 
To find out more, contact Verna Bowie 
(verna.bowie@hardingpta.org). 
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Welcome, Ms. Gonzalez 
Ms. Susan Gonzalez comes to Harding this year as 
the district's preparation teacher. A preparation 
teacher provides additional curriculum to the 
fourth through sixth grade classes while the class 
teachers are given much-needed time to plan 
lessons and collaborate with each other. 
 
Ms. Gonzalez works closely with Ms. Karen Duncan, 
Harding's other preparation teacher. Together, 
they use their two 50-minute blocks each week 
focused on computer literacy and digital 
citizenship. 
 
On Mondays, for example, classes spend half of the 
prep period in the library checking out books and 
the other half in the computer lab reading 
nonfiction articles on Newsela, an online catalog 
full of engaging, age-appropriate content. They 
also work on their keyboard skills using a site 
called Typing Agent. 
 
On Wednesdays, classes turn their attention to 
digital literacy. They learn how to be responsible, 
informed technology users, using the lessons and 
guidance from Common Sense Media. Ms. 
Gonzalez stresses the importance of learning these 
skills at a young age. She says, “I want to see the 
students be more respectful, responsible, and safe 
online.” 
(continued on page 4) 

 

Rotating Classes 
Why have one teacher when you can have three? 
That’s kind of what the second-grade teachers 
were thinking when they started a new rotating 
program this year. 
 
Each teacher gives a lesson to each class, focused 
on the teachers’ favorite subjects.  Ms. Benadum is 
leading the science portion, Ms. McIntyre has art, 
and Ms. Tamura is covering social studies.  
Once or twice a month, each class takes a turn 
with one of the teachers. “The students get a 
chance to experience another teacher's teaching 
style and be in a different classroom,” explains Ms. 
Benadum. They've already done one full rotation 
and are looking forward to more. 
 

Message from the PTA President 
Hello, Harding community! As the days get shorter 
and we move further into fall, I hope everyone is 
enjoying both the outdoors and some treasured 
traditions. My family appreciated both at this year's 
Harding Carnival last month. A giant thank-you 
goes out to Jeffrey O'Brien and the Dads' Club, but 
also to all the people who volunteered and created 
such a wonderful fall celebration for the 
community. Several parents shared with me that 
their kids view the carnival as a highlight of the 
year, so seeing everyone come together to build 
these shared experiences was great to be a part of.  
 
Of course, there have been challenges as well. We 
haven't gotten the performing arts position 
secured and there was a temporary setback with 
our garden coordinator. We're still working on 
these issues, and others as well, but are committed 
to putting our hard-earned funds to the best use 
for the school community.  
 
In September, I experienced a great example of 
how we move forward together. It was a Carnival 
work party and all sorts of family members came 
out to help print signs and paint booths. There was 
also a fingerprinting party to get volunteers 
registered with the West Contra Costa school 
district that day, organized by Thomas Harrison, 
our Executive Vice President. So many parents and 
community members came out to chip in, get 
registered, and engage with the process of kids 
going to school—it was a truly heartening moment. 
So thanks to everyone who continues to 
contribute, volunteer, and advocate for our kids 
learning together. The PTA genuinely appreciates 
all the support. 

—Chad Johnson 
 Harding PTA President 
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(Ms. Gonzalez, continued from page 3) 
Ms. Gonzalez has been teaching at elementary 
schools for over 20 years, with 9 of those years as a 
prep teacher. When asked about why she loves 
teaching, she responds, “I enjoy the reciprocal 
sharing of ideas. And I love hearing their insights 
and  'ah ha' moments.” 
 
A San Jose native, Ms. Gonzalez received an 
undergraduate degree in sociology from UC Santa 
Cruz, then went on to earn her teaching credential 
at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. She also has an MA in 
Education from Sonoma State University. 
 
In her limited spare time, Ms. Gonzalez enjoys 
making greeting cards, gardening, and bike riding 
(she even rides to Harding on Wednesdays). Family 
time includes summer camping trips and quality 
time together over Sunday dinners. 

 
 

Busy Bees 
Ms. Roberts’ transitional kindergarteners are off to 
a great start. They've been learning about the life 
cycle of honeybees and the important role they 
play in nature. For arts and crafts they made 3D 
bees with black and yellow striped patterns, wiggly 
eyes, and fuzzy antennas. They even made their 
own hexagon hives. They collaborated on bee 
murals and spent writers' workshop working 
together on a story about bees. The Harding 
garden became an extended classroom as they 
watched real bees drink nectar and gather pollen 
from the flowers. They even sampled local 
wildflower honey and apples. 
 

Feedback about this newsletter? Ideas for future 
ones? Contact newsletter@hardingpta.org. 

 

 
 

 
 
(Teachers College, continued from page 1) 
Through daily workshops, student don’t just learn 
how to read and write, they learn how to become 
readers and writers, which Ms. Morse stresses is a 
very key distinction. The workshops allow students 
to learn at their own pace. Reading workshops, for 
example, pair students who are in similar reading 
levels. Each week they head to the class library to 
“shop” for books. They read together, setting goals 
each day. The writing workshops focus on specific 
types of writing. They began the year with the 
Small Moments lesson, which helps the students 
zero in on details. The How To lesson introduced 
them to writing about the sequence of events. 
They wrapped up that lesson by sharing their work 
with students from the other classes, then had a 
bubble party.  
 
One of the things that sets the Teachers College 
writing approach apart from other methods is the 
lack of focus on spelling, which can be a barrier to 
new writers. Instead, students use sound spelling 
to do their best. “The spelling will come,” Ms. 
Brown tells parents. “But first we need to teach 
them how to be writers.” 

 
First graders share 
their writing. 
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